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New Training Tower 
Placed in Service 

Fire District 3 completed construction of a new training 
tower early this year.  The state-of-the art training facility is 
a prefabricated metal and concrete structure built to Fire 
District 3 specifications. The structure includes two burn 
rooms, an attic burn area, a flexible search and rescue/maze 
room, a simulated fire sprinkler system, two roof ventilation 
props, anchors for repelling, an exterior and interior 
stairwell, and several ladder access props.   
 
The structure provides firefighters the opportunity to learn 
new techniques necessary to perform a variety of 
emergency tasks.  Personnel can now stay on site in 
preparation for the next emergency, while perfecting their 
firefighting and rescue skills. 
 
Fire District 3 put aside funding dollars for several years in 
order to build the training tower. The plan for the building 
was part of a research project written for the National Fire 
Academy Executive Fire Officer Program.  
 
The training tower has already been used to help certify 
several personnel from Fire District 3 and other local fire 
jurisdictions as Washington State Certified Firefighter 1 
Firefighters. 
 

Stop in and visit with our personnel and see 
the new Training Tower! 
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Pancake Breakfast  
and Open House 

 June 2 
 
 

The 19th Annual Fire District 3 Pancake Breakfast and 
Open House is set for Saturday, June 2, at  Fire Station 
3-1 in Hockinson. 

 

The all-you-can-eat breakfast is scheduled from 7:00 
a.m. to noon.  Breakfast includes pancakes, ham, eggs, 
orange drink, and coffee.  Adults eat for $5.00; children 
under 12 eat for $4.00; or you can feed the whole family 
for $15.00.  It’s a great breakfast for a great cause. 
 

 

Proceeds to Benefit Local Youth 
Proceeds from the event will be used to fund a 
scholarship/grant program for local youth. The fund will 
provide one-time financial assistance for worthy students 
seeking higher educational or vocational opportunities. 
The fund is administered by the Fire District 3 
Firefighters’ Association. 
 

Open House is scheduled for 8:00 a.m. – Noon.  
Attendees will enjoy interactive displays, firefighting 
and emergency medical demonstrations, station tours, 
apparatus and equipment displays, Life Flight helicopter, 
and many more exciting events.  Don’t miss the water 
squirt for kids, the auto extrication demonstration, a real 
structure fire in our new training tower, and the popular 
Clark County Sheriff’s K-9 Unit demonstration. The 
Hockinson Fun Days Parade starts at 12:30, 

followed by loads of fun at the Annual Hockinson 
Fun Days held at Hockinson Middle School.  

 
 PARK AT HOCKINSON HIGH 
SCHOOL AND RIDE THE FREE 
SHUTTLE BUS TO ALL EVENTS 

 

 

New Training Tower at Station 3-1 in Hockinson 

Fire District 3 
“more than fire…” 



The Fireline   2 

 
 

Fire District 3 Celebrates 60 
Years of Service 

 
 

Fire protection in the community depended upon 
volunteer bucket brigades until the mid 1940’s, when 
several members of the local United Finnish Kaleva 
Brothers & Sisters (UFKBS)* began meeting to discuss 
improvements.  Leading the discussions were Walter 
Konsa, Bill Kiive, John Uusitalo and John Heikka. They 
developed a membership plan where local residents paid 
an annual $10.00 subscription fee for fire protection.  
The Hockinson Volunteer Fire Department was 
officially formed in 1947.  Enough money was raised to 
build a fire truck and purchase hose and other 
equipment.  Bill Kiive was selected as the first Fire 
Chief. The fire department name changed to Clark 
County Fire District 3 in 1953. 
Sixty years later, Fire District 3 provides fire and 
emergency medical services to approximately 20,000 
residents living in 83 square miles.  We are grateful for 
the dedication and vision of our founding forefathers.   
 
*The UFKBS Hall (Finn Hall) still stands at the corner of NE 
182 Ave and NE 164

th
 St.  The group meets twice a month 

at Fire Station 3-1 in Hockinson. 
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RURAL BOX HOLDER 

Water Related Injuries 
Increase in the Summer 

In 2004, there were 3,308 accidental  drownings in 
the United States, averaging nine people per day. 
An additional 676 people lost their lives from 
drowning and other causes due to boating related 
incidents. 
 

The Center for Disease Control has identified the 
groups at highest risk for drowning: 

• Males accounted for 78% of fatal 
unintentional drownings in 2004. 

• In 2004, of all children who died, 26% 
died from drowning.  Although drowning 
rates have slowly declined, fatal drowning 
remains the second-leading cause of 
unintentional injury-related death for 
children 1 to 14 years. 

 

Risk Factors Identified 
• Lack of Supervision and Barriers 

• Recreation in Natural Water Settings 
(such as lakes, rivers or the ocean) 

• Recreational Boating 

• Alcohol Use 

• Seizure Disorders 
 

Please be extra careful around 
 water this summer. 

 

Original Hockinson Volunteer Fire Department Firefighters 
 posing with their homemade fire engine in 1947. 

Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection Day June 9 

Bring your household hazardous waste to Fire 
Station 3-1 in Hockinson on Saturday June 9 from 
9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Household products such 
as pesticides, paints, solvents, batteries, thinners, 
motor oil, antifreeze and household cleaners will 
be accepted. Computers, monitors, TV’s, printers, 
answering machines, VCRs, typewriters and other 
electronic equipment will also be accepted. 
  

 


